The use of chloral hydrate and sodium amytal during clozapine initiation.
Sedative hypnotics are frequently a necessary adjunctive to neuroleptic treatment. The recently released antipsychotic agent clozapine poses a challenge in this regard since the manufacturer advises caution when using clozapine with patients receiving benzodiazepines. The effectiveness of alternate agents sodium amytal and chloral hydrate when initiating clozapine was evaluated in a group of 15 patients suffering from schizophrenia. These medications were observed to be both safe and effective.